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BELIEVING WHAT WE BELIEVE 
“Crisis of Faith”  Luke 24:36-53 
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The 40 days after Easter were critical for Jesus’ disciples, who were experiencing a crisis of faith. 
Jesus remained with them to deal with the issues. We too need to ensure we truly believe what 
we believe. 
 
I. Believing that the Cross Was More than a Cruel Tragedy. v. 26 

 
II. Believing that Jesus Was Truly Risen from the Dead. vv. 36-43 

A. Jesus proclaimed “Peace,” but they were terrified. 
B. Their doubts could be banished by recognizing He was with them – “It is I!” vv. 36-39a 
C. They weren’t hallucinating; He was not an apparition – “Handle Me, I’m no Ghost.” vv. 39b-40  
D. They were introduced to the reality of His resurrection – “anything to eat?” vv. 41-43 
E. Their “minds were opened” to see the Resurrection was part of the grand plan. vv. 44-47 
F. Results: Emmaus pair. 
 1. “Too bad to be true.” vv. 17f 
 2. Disciples – “too good to be true.” v. 41 
 3. Thomas – “my Lord and my God.” John 20:28, 29 
 

III. Believing Repentance Was Necessary; Forgiveness Was Possible in the “Name.” v. 47 
 

IV. Believing that the Gospel Is Relevant to and Must Be Taken to All “Peoples.” 
A. Acts 10:28, 29 
B. Acts 11:19 

 
V. Believing They Were Responsible to Make Known What They Were Privileged to Know. v. 48 

 
VI. Believing that Power for the Task Would Be Made Available to Them. v. 49 
 
VII. Believing They Were Being “Blessed” and Accordingly Worshipping with Joy. vv. 50-52 
 
 
Points to ponder: What exactly do I believe? What difference does it make? 


